
   

RESEARCH GUIDE 
 

Administration of Justice 
 

George Mason University Libraries 
 

 
This research guide is meant to aid students and researchers in locating basic information 
sources regarding criminal justice-related materials within the collections of the George Mason 
University Libraries. The URL for this page is http://library.gmu.edu/research/adminjus.pdf.   
 

To Locate Books and Videos: 
 

The GMU Library Catalog
 
Books that cover ADJ subject matter can be located by subject (as well as by author or title) in the 
online GMU Catalog (http://library.gmu.edu/). Some examples of relevant subject headings for 
ADJ topics include: 
 

• Courts 
• Crime 
• Criminal justice, Administration of  
• Criminal law  
• Criminology 
• Justice, Administration of 

 

• Law 
• Law enforcement 
• Police 
• Prisons 
• Social problems 
• Sociology 

 

 

http://library.gmu.edu/research/hffr.pdf
http://library.gmu.edu/


   

 
Relevant Library of Congress Call Number Ranges 

 
 
Browse these call number ranges in the stacks to find books on your topic. 
 
Criminal justice administration  HV 7231-9960 
Criminal law and procedure  K 5000-5582 
Criminology     HV 6001-7220.5 
Family and sexual issues  HQ 
Law of the United States  KF 
Police      HV 7551-8280.7 
Prisons     HV 8301-9920.7 
Social problems and reforms  HN 
Sociology    HM 
 
 

Other Sources of Information 
 
ALADIN – the online catalog for the Washington Research Library Consortium (WRLC). With a valid 
GMU identification card you may request books and journal articles free of charge directly through 
the WRLC libraries catalog (ALADIN) at http://www.aladin.wrlc.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aladin.wrlc.org/


   

WorldCat - Search for books and other materials in libraries worldwide. Select WorldCat from George 
Mason University Libraries Database Portal at  
http://furbo.gmu.edu/dbwiz/SPT--BrowseResources.php
 

 
 
Interlibrary Loan (ILL) is available at no cost to valid GMU cardholders.  The ILL office will attempt to 
find a copy of any circulating book, journal article, conference proceeding article, dissertation, etc. 
not owned by GMU or WRLC and will make it available to the borrower for a set period of time. 
Turnaround time between date of request and availability of items varies; two weeks is average. 
 
Submit requests online via the E-Requests link: http://library.gmu.edu/requests/requests.html
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://furbo.gmu.edu/dbwiz/SPT--BrowseResources.php
http://library.gmu.edu/requests/requests.html


   

To Locate Articles: 
 

Databases 
 

The databases listed below are those that deal most directly with Administration of Justice issues.  
Numerous databases may need to be consulted for research, including other interdisciplinary 
databases not listed here.  Except as marked, the databases listed below are available via the George 
Mason University Libraries Database Portal  
(http://furbo.gmu.edu/dbwiz/SPT--BrowseResources.php). 
 
Database Coverage Notes 
Air University 
Library's Index to 
Military Periodicals 

1988-
present 

Indexes articles on military affairs, national security, law and 
intelligence from publications of the United States Armed Forces. 

Congressional 
Research Service 
(CRS) Reports 

1993-
present 

GalleryWatch CRS Reports includes abstracts and PDF full-text for 
more than 25,000 reports, enabling researchers to keep track of 
issues as they are presented and discussed in the ever-changing 
environment of Capitol Hill. These reports are initially generated for 
Members of Congress and include nonpartisan, objective analysis 
and research on all legislative issues. Content includes economics, 
environmental studies, foreign affairs, civil rights, national security, 
terrorism and more. 

Constitution Finder varies Links to constitutions, charters, amendments, and other related 
documents from nations of the world. 

CQ Supreme Court 
Collection 

1969-
present Provides summaries and analysis of Supreme Court decisions 

issued from 1969-present. Includes biographies of the justices, 
analysis & statistics on their voting records, and institutional history. 

CQ Weekly 1983-
present 

Provides comprehensive coverage of the U.S. Congress, including 
bill status, votes, and Committee and Floor action. Also included in 
this database is the full text of CQ Researcher which offers in-depth 
analysis of major issues in the news. 
 

Criminal Justice 
Abstracts 

1968-
present 

Provides comprehensive coverage of the major journals in 
criminology and related disciplines, extensive coverage of books, 
and unparalleled access to reports from government and 
nongovernmental agencies. 

Criminal Justice 
Periodical Index 

1981-
present 

Comprehensive collection of U.S. and international criminal justice 
journals including information for professionals in law enforcement, 
corrections administration, drug enforcement, rehabilitation, family 
law, and industrial security. 

EUR-lex  Provides direct free access to European Union law. The system 
makes it possible to consult the Official Journal of the European 
Union and it includes inter alia the treaties, legislation, case-law 
and legislative proposals. 

Foreign Government 
Resources on the 
Web 

 University of Michigan Documents Center provides links to 
government, political science, statistical data, and news for 
countries by region. 

http://furbo.gmu.edu/dbwiz/SPT--BrowseResources.php


   

Hein On-line varies A constantly growing collection of legal periodicals that currently 
includes more than 90 full-text journals. To access the database, 
simply click on Hein-On-Line, then choose: "SUBSCRIBERS, 
please click here to enter". 

Homeland Security 
Digital Library 

2002-
present 

Provides access to U.S. policy documents, presidential directives, 
and national strategy documents, as well as specialize resources 
such as dissertations, reports, and position papers from 
universities, research institutions, think tanks, U.S. local and state 
agencies, and international organizations.  
 

Index to Legal 
Periodicals & Books 
(by Wilson) 

1983-
present 

Indexes legal periodicals and books covering law reviews, bar 
association journals, yearbooks, institutes and government 
publications. 

International Center 
for Not-for-Profit 
Law Online Library 

 Searchable directory of legal documents, court cases, reports, and 
other civil society resources from countries around the world. 

Legal Trac  Drawing on a wide variety of the most highly regarded legal 
publications, LegalTrac™ provides indexing for approximately 875 
titles including major law reviews, legal newspapers, bar 
association journals and international legal journals. 

LexisNexis 
Academic 

 LexisNexis Academic provides access to a wide range of news 
(includes New York Times, Washington Post, LA Times), business 
(company news, industry forecasts), government (legislative news, 
tax information), legal (news, case law) and reference information. 

LLMC - Digital (Law 
Library Microform 
Consortium Digital) 

 Online access to the full text of the Law Library Microform 
Consortium collection of legal and government documents material. 

Making of Modern 
Law 

1800-
1926 

Provides digital images on every page of 22,000 legal treatises on 
US and British law published from 1800 through 1926. Full-text 
searching on more than 10 million pages provides researchers 
access to legal history. 

Supreme Court 
Collection 

1969-
present 

Provides summaries and analysis of Supreme Court decisions 
issued from 1969-present. Includes biographies of the justices, 
analysis & statistics on their voting records, and institutional history. 

THOMAS  A free service of the Library of Congress, 
THOMAS puts Federal Legislative information on the internet. 
Databases in the THOMAS system include: Congress Now (floor 
actions), Bills, Congressional Record, Committee information & 
more. Also includes a historical section. 
 

U.S. Supreme Court 
Records and Briefs 

1832-
1978 

Page image database of U.S. Supreme Court Records and Briefs, 
1832-1978. 



   

United Nations - 
Official Document 
System (ODS) 

1993-
present 

Covers all types of official United Nations documentation, beginning 
in 1993. Older UN documents are, however, added to the system 
on a daily basis. ODS also provides access to the resolutions of the 
General Assembly, Security Council, Economic and Social Council 
and the Trusteeship Council from 1946 onwards. 

US Federal 
Legislative History 
Library 

 Selected legislative histories available in full-text, fully searchable 
format. 

Virginia Legislature 1994-
present 

Covers the most recent Virginia state legislation session. Provides 
the full-text of Bills and Resolutions, the code of Virginia, and the 
Administrative Code. 

 
Selected Reference Works 

 
 
DICTIONARIES 
 
The American Dictionary of Criminal Justice : Key Terms and Major Court Cases.  Dean J. 

Champion.  Los Angeles, Calif. : Roxbury Pub., 2001. 
 PWL Ref HV7411 .C48 2001 
 Fen Ref HV7411 .C48 2005 

 
Black’s Law Dictionary. Henry C. Black. 8th ed. St. Paul, Minn: West Group, 2004 

Fen Ref  KF156 B53 1999 
PWL Ref  KF156 B53 2004 

  ARL Ref KF156 B53 2004 
 

The Concise Dictionary of Crime and Justice. Mark S. Davis. Thousand Oaks, Ca. : Sage 
Publications, 2002. 
 PWL Ref HV6017 .D38 2002   

 
Dictionary of American Penology. Vergil L. Williams. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 

1996. 
Fen Ref  HV9304 .W54 1996 
PWL Ref  HV9304 .W54 1996 
PWL Stacks HV9304 .W54 1996 

 
Ferdico’s Criminal Law and Justice Dictionary. John N. Ferdico. St. Paul: West Pub. Co, 1992. 

PWL Ref  KF9217 .F47 1992 
 
The Sage Dictionary of Criminology.  Eugene McLaughlin and John Muncie. London : Sage, 

2006.   
  PWL Ref HV12 .S24 2006 
 
The Roxbury Dictionary of Criminal Justice.  Dean J. Champion.  Los Angeles : Roxbury Pub.
 Co., 1997. 
   PWC Ref HV7411 .C48 1997 
 



   

  
ENCYCLOPEDIAS AND GUIDES 

 
American Justice. Joseph M. Bessette, ed. Pasadena, Calif.: Salem Press, 1996. 

PWL Ref  KF154 .A44 1996 
ARL Ref  KF154 .A44 1996 

 
Assassinations and Executions: An Encyclopedia of Political Violence, 1865-1986 and 1900 

2000. Harris M.Lentz. Jefferson, NC: McFarland. 
Fen Ref  HV6278 .L45 1988 (1865-1986) 
PWL Ref  HV6278 .L45 2002 (1900-2000) 

 
Crime and the Justice System in America: an Encyclopedia. Westport, Conn: Greenwood, 

1997. 
Fen Stacks  HV 6789. C6884 1997 
PWL Stacks  HV 6789. C6884 1997 
ARL Stacks  HV 6789. C6884 1997 

 
The Encyclopedia of American Prisons. Carl Sifakis.  New York : Facts on File, 2003.     

 Fen Ref HV9471 .S54 2003 
PWL Ref HV9471 .S54 2003 

 
Encyclopedia of Capital Punishment in the United States.  Louis J. Palmer.  Jefferson, N.C. : 

McFarland, 2001. 
 PWL Ref HV8694 .P35 2001 

 
The Encyclopedia of Child Abuse.  Robin E. Clark, Judith Freeman Clark, Christine Adamec. 

New York : Facts on File, 2007.    
 Fen Ref HV6626.5 .C57 2007 
 PWL Ref HV6626.5 .C57 2007 

 
Encyclopedia of Crime and Justice.  Joshua Dressler. New York : Macmillan Reference USA, 

2002. 
 Fen Ref HV6017 .E52 2002   
 PWL Ref HV6017 .E52 2002   

 
Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment.  David Levinson.  Thousand Oaks, Ca.: Sage 

Publications, 2002. 
 Fen Ref HV6017 .E524 2002 
 PWL Ref HV6017 .E524 2002 

 
Encyclopedia of Criminology and Deviant Behavior.  Clifton D. Bryant, ed. 4 vols. 

Philadelphia, Penn : Brunner-Routledge, 2001. 
 Fen Ref HV6017 .E53 2001 
 PWL Ref HV6017 .E53 2001 

 
Encyclopedia of Forensic Sciences.  Jay A. Siegel. ed.  3 vols. San Diego : Academic Press, 

2000. 
 PWL Ref HV8073 .E58 2000 

 



   

Encyclopedia of Juvenile Justice.  Marilyn D. McShane, Frank P. Williams III. Thousand Oaks 
: 

Sage, 2003. 
 Fen Ref HV9104 .E58 2003 
 PWL Ref HV9104 .E58 2003 

 
Encyclopedia of Organized Crime in the United States.  Robert J. Kelly.  Westport, Conn : 

Greenwood Press, 2000. 
 PWL Ref HV6446 .K43 2000 

 
The Encyclopedia of Police Science. William G. Bailey, ed. New York: Garland, 1995. 

Fen Ref  HV7901 .E53 1995 
PWL Ref  HV7901 .E53 2007 
 

The Encyclopedia of Suicide.  Glen Evans, Norman L. Farberow.  New York : Facts On File, 
2003. 
 PWL Ref HV6545 .E87 2003 

 
Encyclopedia of Terrorism.  Cindy C. Combs and Martin Slann.  New York, NY : Facts on File, 

2002. 
 PWL Ref HV6431 .C65 2002 

 
Encyclopedia of Terrorism.  Harvey W. Kushner.  Thousand Oaks, Calif. : Sage Publications, 

2003. 
 Fen Ref HV6431 .K883 2003 
 PWL Ref HV6431 .K883 2003 
 ARL Ref HV6431 .K883 2003 

 
Encyclopedia of the American Constitution.  Leonard W. Levt, et al, eds.  2nd ed., 6 vols.   
                 New York : Macmillan Reference USA, 2000. 
  Fen Ref KF4548 .E53 2000 
  PWL Ref KF4548 .E53 2000 
  ARL Ref KF4548 .E53 2000 
 
Encyclopedia of Women and Crime.  Nicole H. Rafter, ed.  Phoenix, Ariz. : Oryx Press, 2000. 
  PWL Ref HV6046 .E56 2000 

 
Encyclopedia of World Crime: Criminal Justice, Criminology, and Law Enforcement. Jay 

Robert Nash. 6 vols. Wilmette, IL: Crime Books, 1990. 
Fen Ref  HV6017 .N37 1990 
 

The FBI Encyclopedia.  Michael Newton. Jefferson, N.C. : McFarland & Co., 2003.   
  PWL Ref HV8144.F43 N48 2003 
 
Historic U.S. Court Cases : An Encyclopedia.  John W. Johnson.  New York : Routledge, 2001. 
  PWL Ref KF352.Z9 H57 2001 
 
Virginia Criminal Law and Procedure. John L. Costello. 2nd ed. Charlottesville, Va: Michie Co, 

1995. 
PWC Ref  KFV2961. C67 1995 



   

 
West’s Encyclopedia of American Law.  St. Paul, Minn.: West Publishing Co., 1998. 
  Fen Ref KF154 .W47 2005 
  JCL Ref KF154 .W47 1998 
  PWC Ref KF154 .W47 1998 

 
 

HANDBOOKS 
 
The APSAC Handbook on Child Maltreatment.  John E.B. Myers.  Thousand Oaks, Calif. : 
Sage Publications. 

 Fen Stacks HV6626.5 .A83 2002 
 PWL Ref HV6626.5 .A83 2002 

 
Assessment of Family Violence : A Handbook for Researchers and Practitioners.  Eva L. 

Feindler, Jill H. Rathus, and Laura Beth Silver.  Washington, DC : American 
Psychological Association, 2003. 
 PWL Ref HV6626 .F45 2003 

 
Capital Punishment: A Reference Handbook.  M. Kronenwetter. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC 

Clio, 2001. 
Fen Stacks  HV8699 .U5 K76 2001 
Fen Stacks  HV8699 .U5 K76 2001 
PWL Ref  HV8699 .U5 K76 2001 
JCL Stacks  HV8699 .U5 K76 2001 
 

The Counter-Terrorism Handbook.  Frank Bolz, et al. Boca Raton: Taylor & Francis, 2005 
  PWL Ref HV6431 .B65 2005 
  
Crime in America: a Reference Handbook. Jennifer L. Durham. Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC 

Clio, 1996. 
Fen Stacks  HV 6787 .D87 1996 
JCL Stacks  HV 6787 .D87 1996 
e-book  HV 6787 .D87 1996 eb 

 
The Handbook of Crime and Punishment.  Michael Tonry, ed. New York : Oxford University 

Press, 1998. 
 Fen Stacks HV6789 .H25 1998 
 PWL Ref HV6789 .H25 1998 

 
A Handbook of Criminal Law Terms.  Bryan A. Garner, ed.  St. Paul, Minn.: West Group, 

2000. 
 PWL Ref KF9217 .H36 2000 
 ARL Ref KF9217 .H36 2000 

 
Handbook of Loss Prevention and Crime Prevention. Lawrence J. Fennelley. 3rd ed. Boston : 

Butterworth-Heinemann, 2004. 
PWL Ref  HV8290 .H345 2004 

 
The Handbook of the Criminal Justice Process.  Mike McConville and Geoffrey Wilson. 
Oxford 



   

; New York : Oxford University Press, 2002.  
 PWL Ref HV9960.G7 H36 2002  

 
Oxford Handbook of Criminology. New York: Oxford University Press, 2007. 

Fen Stacks  HV 6025 .O87 2002 
PWL Ref  HV 6025 .O87 2007 
ARL Ref  HV 6025 .O87 2002 

 
Rape in America: A Reference Handbook. Rob Hall. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, 1995. 

Fen Stacks  HV6561. H337 1995 
JCL Stacks  HV6561. H337 1995 
e-book  HV6561. H337 1995 eb 

 
 

STATISTICS 
 
Atlas of Crime : Mapping the Criminal Landscape.  Linda S. Turnbull, Elaine Hallisey 
Hendrix, 

Borden D. Dent.  Phoenix, Ariz. : Oryx Press, 2000. 
 PWL Ref HV6783 .A85 2000 

 
Bureau of Justice Statistics.  Washington, D.C.:  U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice 

Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics.   
 Fen Docs J 29.1/2: 
 Online  http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/
 

City Crime Rankings: Crime in Metropolitan America.  Lawrence, KS: Morgan Quitno Corp., 
2003. 

Fen Ref  HV6787 .C57 
PWL Ref  HV6787 .C57 
 

Crime and the Justice System in Virginia.  Richmond: Commonwealth of Virginia, Council on 
Criminal Justice, Division of Justice and Crime Prevention, 1981- 
 Fen Docs CJO 1/C7 

 
Crime in America’s Top-Rated Cities: a Statistical Profile.  Boca Raton, Fla.: Universal 

Reference Publications. 
PWL Ref  HV6787 .C745 
 

Crime in Virginia. Richmond, Va.: Dept. of State Police, 1977-. 
Fen Docs  PD 1/C7/ (1977-) 
PWL Ref  HV7296 .A229 1995 
Online  http://www.vsp.state.va.us/Crime_in_Virginia.shtm
 

Crime State Rankings: Crime in the 50 States.  Lawrence, Kans.: Morgan Quitno Corp. 
Fen Ref  HV6787 .C77 
JCL Ref HV6787 .C77 
PWL Ref HV6787 .C77 
ARL Ref HV6787 .C77 
 
  

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/
http://www.vsp.state.va.us/Crime_in_Virginia.shtm


   

 
Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics.  Washington, D.C.: U.S. Dept. of Justice, Bureau of 

Justice Statistics, 1973-. 
Fen Docs  J 29.9/6 
Online   http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/
 

Statistical Handbook on Violence in America.  Phoenix, AZ: Oryx Press, 1996. 
Fen Ref  HN90 .V5 S833 1996 
PWL Ref  HV90 .V5 S833 1996 
 

Uniform Crime Reports; also known as Crime in the United States. U.S. Dept of Justice, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. Washington, D.C.: GPO: 

Fen Docs  J 1.14/7 
Online   http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm
 

DIRECTORIES 
 
Directory of Adult and Juvenile Correctional Departments, Institutions, Agencies, and 
Probation and Parole Authorities. College Park, MD: American Correctional Association,  

Fen Ref  HV9463 .D57 
PWL Ref HV9463 .D57 

 
Directory of Crime Victim Service. Office for Victims of Crime. 
 http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/findvictimservices/

 
Directory of Justice Issues in the States. Justice Research and Statistics Association. 

 Volume XVII. October 2004. http://www.jrsa.org/pubs/directory/index.html
 

 
Law and Legal Information Directory. P.Wasserman, M.Kaszubski, 1st-18th eds., Gale 
Research 
                        Fen Ref      KF190 .L35 
             

 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
 
American Prisons : An Annotated Bibliography.  Elizabeth H. McConnell and Laura J. 
Moriarty. 

Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1998. 
 PWL Ref  HV9471 .M33 1998  

 
Bioterrorism and Political Violence : Web Resources.  M. Sandra Wood.  Binghamton, NY : 

Haworth Information Press, 2002. 
 PWL Ref HV6431 .B562 2002 

 
 
Capital Punishment : A Bibliography with Indexes.  C. Cliff.  New York : Nova Science 

Publishers, 2003. 
 PWL Ref HV8694 .C36 2003 

http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm
http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/findvictimservices/
http://www.jrsa.org/pubs/directory/index.html


   

 
Crime Control and Justice in America: Searching for Facts and Answers.  Paul W. Keve. 

Chicago: American Library Association, 1995. 
PWL Ref  HV9950 .K48 1995 
PWL Stacks  HV9950 .K48 1995 

 
Criminal Justice Ethics: Annotated Bibliography and Guide to Sources. Frank Schmalleger. 

New York: Greenwood, 1991. 
Fen Stacks  HV9950. S356 1991 
PWL Ref HV9950. S356 1991 

 
Criminal Justice Information: How to Find It, How to Use It. Phoenix, AZ: Oryx Press, 1998. 

PWL Ref  HV7419.5 .C75 1998 
ARL Ref  HV7419.5 .C75 1998 
 

Criminal Justice Research in Libraries and on the Internet.  Bonnie R. Nelson. Westport, 
Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1997. 
 Fen Ref HV7419 .N46 1997 
 PWL Ref HV7419 .N46 1997  
 ARL Ref HV7419 .N46 1997 
 

Terrorism : a bibliography with indexes.  A.M. Babkina. Huntington, N.Y. : Nova Science 
Publishers, 2001. 
 PWL Ref   HV6431 .B33 2001 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS 
 
Some of the most current studies and reports can be found in the Government Documents area, located 
on the first floor of Fenwick Library. These documents are grouped, by call number, according to the 



   

organization preparing the document.  
 
J1.14:    Federal Bureau of Investigation 
J1.39:    U.S. Dept. of Justice, Criminal Justice Agencies 
J16.1-16.31   Prisons Bureau 
J16.102-16.110  National Institute of Corrections 
J28:    Justice Assistance Bureau 
J28:    U.S. Dept. of Justice, National Institute of Justice 
J29:    Justice Statistics Bureau 
J32:    Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Office 
 
 
Individual Research Consultations  
 
Reference Liaison Librarians offer individualized research consultation by appointment.  To schedule 
an appointment regarding library research in the Administration of Justice field, please contact the 
librarian listed below. 
 
This guide is maintained by: 
 
  Janna Mattson 
  Social Sciences Reference/Liaison Librarian 
  Phone: (703) 993-8348 
  E-mail:  jmattso1@gmu.edu 
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