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RESEARCH GUIDE 
 

LITERATURE – Literary Criticism 
 

George Mason University Libraries 
 
This Guide is designed to provide a representative sampling of sources available to Fenwick Library 
users.  For further information, inquire at the Reference Desk or refer to the works listed in the first 
section below.  Two related research guides, “Literature – English & American” and “Literature – 
World Literature,” may also contain information of interest. 
 
In consulting a reference source on literary criticism, it is important to determine the work’s content and 
scope, i.e., what does it cover with regard to the literature (time period, nationality, genre) and to the 
criticism (date of publication, source, language).  This Guide emphasizes, whenever possible, 
comprehensive rather than more specialized material, select bibliographies on specific literary works 
rather than general bio-bibliographical and critical essays, more recent titles rather than older ones, and 
literary interpretation rather than brief reviews.  Within most sections, items are arranged geographically: 
literature world-wide first, then British (and British/American), American, and European literatures. 
 
The Guide is divided into the following general – and sometimes overlapping – sections: 
 
Handbooks, Dictionaries, Encyclopedias 
Classical, Medieval, Early Modern 
Literature (General) 
British, American, European (General) 

Long Fiction 
Short Fiction 
Poetry 
Drama 
Shakespeare 

Contemporary Developments
Indexes & Abstracts 
Additional Sources 
 

 
HANDBOOKS, DICTIONARIES, ENCYCLOPEDIAS 

 
General Works: 
 HarperCollins Reader’s Encyclopedia of American Literature 
  PN21 .B46 2002  (Reference Desk) 
 Handbook to Literature [Harmon & Holman] 
  PN41 .H355 1996  (Reference Desk) 
 Johns Hopkins Guide to Literary Theory & Criticism 
  PN81 .J554 1994  (Reference Stacks) 

also available as an electronic database (Johns Hopkins University Press) through the 
Library’s website at “Databases by Subject – Arts & Humanities” 

Literary Research Guide: An Annotated Listing of Reference Sources in English Literary Studies 
[Harner] 

  PR83 .H3 1998 [4th ed.] (Stacks) 
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Specialized Works: 
 Oxford Companion to Classical Literature 
  PA 31 .H69 1989  (Reference Stacks) 
   also the Oxford Classical Dictionary  DE5 .O9 1996  (Reference Desk) 
 Encyclopedia of World Literature in the 20th Century 
  PN771 .E5 1999  (4 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 
 Oxford Companion to English Literature 
  PR19 .O94 2000  (Reference Desk) 
 Oxford Companion to American Literature 
  PS21 .H3 1995  (Reference Desk) 
 Handbook of American Popular Literature 
  PS 169 .P64 H36 [1988]  (Reference Stacks) 
 Oxford Companion to Spanish Literature 
  PQ6006 .O95 [1978]  (Reference Desk) 
 New Oxford Companion to Literature in French 
  PQ41 .N49 1995  (Reference Desk) 
 Oxford Companion to German Literature 
  PT41 .G3 1997  (Reference Desk) 
 Reference Guide to Russian Literature 
  PG2940 .R44 1998  (Reference Stacks) 
 New Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics 
  PN1021 .N39 1993  (Reference Stacks) 
 McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of World Drama 
  PN1625 .M3 1984  (5 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 
 

CLASSICAL, MEDIEVAL, EARLY MODERN 
 
Greek and Roman Authors: A Checklist of Criticism  
 PA3001 .G85 [1982]  (Reference Stacks) 
 
Ancient Writers: Greece and Rome [Scribner’s] 
 PA3002 .A5 1982  [2 vols.]  (Reference Stacks) 
  covers up to the 4th century AD; extensive biographical/critical articles with bibliographies 
 
Classical and Medieval Literature Criticism (CMLC) [Gale] 
 PN610 .C53 [continuing series]  (Reference Stacks) 

writers (including philosophers) from antiquity to the 14th century, i.e., with death dates up to 1399; 
criticism from first appraisals to current evaluations; substantial critical excerpts and bio-bibliographic 
information; author and topic indexes cumulate all entries in relevant Gale literary series; title, critic, and 
nationality indexes cumulate only for this series; see also the first two volumes of European Writers 
PN501 .E9 1983 (Reference Stacks) 

 
Literature Criticism from 1400 to 1800 (LC) [Gale] 
 PN86 .L53 1984 [continuing series]  (Reference Stacks) 

writers (including philosophers) with death dates between 1400 and 1799; criticism from first published 
appraisals to current evaluations; substantial critical excerpts and bio-bibliographic information; author and 
topic indexes cumulate all entries in relevant Gale literary series; title and nationality indexes cumulate 
only for this series; see also the first four volumes of European Writers PN501 .E9 1983 (Reference 
Stacks) 
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LITERATURE (GENERAL) 

 
Literary Criticism Index 
 PN523 .W45 1994  (Reference Desk) 

index to entries in bibliographies covering multiple authors; the list giving full information about the source 
bibliographies consulted has been annotated with GMU Call Numbers 

 
Magill’s Bibliography of Literary Criticism [Magill] 
 PN523 .M29x [1979] (4 vols.)  (Reference Desk and JCL Reference)  

“Western literature” from the “Gilgamesh epic to the present [1978]”; fiction (novels, short stories), drama, 
poetry; author/title index at the beginning of each volume, cumulative title index at the end of volume 4 

 
Nineteenth Century Literature Criticism (NCLC) [Gale] 
 PN761 .N5 [continuing series]  (Literary Criticism Area) 

writers (including philosophers) with death dates between 1800 and 1899; substantial critical excerpts and 
bio-bibliographic information; author and topic indexes cumulate all entries in relevant Gale literary series; 
title and nationality indexes cover only that particular volume; a cumulative title index is issued 
periodically in paperback 

 
Twentieth Century Literary Criticism (TCLC) [Gale] 
 PN94 .G36x [continuing series]  (Literary Criticism Area) 

authors with death dates between 1900 and 1959; substantial critical excerpts and bio-bibliographic 
information; author and topic indexes cumulate all entries in relevant Gale literary series; title index covers 
only that particular volume, but a cumulative title index is issued periodically in paperback; nationality 
index cumulates only for this series 

 
Black Literature Criticism (BLC) [Gale] 
 PS153 .N5 B556 1992 [1999] (3 vols. + 1 suppl.)  (Reference Stacks) 

covers significant black authors from about a dozen countries over the past 200 years; substantial critical 
excerpts and bio-bibliographical information; author index cumulates all entries in relevant Gale literary 
series; title and nationality indexes cumulate only for this particular series 

 
Contemporary Literary Criticism (CLC) [Gale] 
 PN771 .C6 [continuing series]  (Literary Criticism Area) 

authors (including scriptwriters) now living or with death dates of 1960 or after; substantial critical excerpts 
and bio-bibliographic information; author and topic indexes cumulate all entries in relevant Gale literary 
series; title index covers only that particular volume, but a cumulative title index is issued periodically in 
paperback; nationality index cumulates only for this series 

 
Beacham’s Encyclopedia of Popular Fiction 
 PN56 .P55 B43 1996 (17 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

see vol. 14 for cumulative author and titles indexes to the entire set; the set comprises 5 separate subsets (v. 
1-8, 9-11, 12, 13, 14) containing “Analyses,” arranged alphabetically by title of the work; another subset, 
“Biography & Resources,” provides bio-bibliographical information – primarily about the authors in 
volumes 1-8; additional appendices in vol. 8 group, for example, titles by social concern or theme, and 
authors by genre, era, and place or date of birth 

 
Dictionary of Literary Biography series [Gale] 
 a cumulative index for all 3 sets is found at the end of each volume; the titles of all the volumes in the 3 sets are 

listed at the front of each volume 



   

 
Page 4 Literary Criticism
 

  Dictionary of Literary Biography (DLB) 
   PS21 .D48 [continuing series]  (Literary Criticism Area) 

each volume - devoted to a broad topic, period, or genre - contains bio-bibliographic information 
on the authors covered; includes historians, journalists, and publishers 

  Dictionary of Literary Biography Documentary Series (DLB-DS) 
   PS129 .D48 [continuing series]  (Literary Criticism Area) 

   primary source materials, biographical and critical, on major authors 
  Dictionary of Literary Biography Yearbook (DLB-Y) 
   PS221 .D52 [1980 – continuing series]  (Literary Criticism Area) 

   covers important literary events and topics for the year; meant to update the DLB 
 
Contemporary Authors (CA) [Gale] 
 electronic database (Galenet) available through the Library’s website at “Databases by Subject – Arts 

& Humanities” 
bio-bibliographical information on over 90,000 authors in the fields of fiction, poetry, drama, motion 
pictures, and television as well as journalism and general non-fiction; print volumes for the set up to the 
year 2000 (including the original, New Revision, Autobiography, Permanent, and Biographical series) are 
in the Fenwick Stacks - see the cumulative index at Z1224 .C6 Index (Reference Desk) 

 
BRITISH, AMERICAN, EUROPEAN (GENERAL) 

 
British Writers [Scribner’s] 
 PR85 .B688 [continuing series]  (Reference Stacks) 

covers from the 14th century (Langland) to the present; extensive biographical/critical articles with 
bibliographies; last supplement cumulates authors and titles 

 
Major Authors Edition of the New Moulton’s Library of Literary Criticism 
 PR85 .M33 1985 (4 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

covers major British and American authors from the 14th to the 19th centuries; includes pre-20th century 
criticism; critical excerpts and complete texts; author bibliographies at the end of each volume 

 
Critical Temper: A Survey of Modern Criticism on English and American Literature from the 
Beginnings to the Twentieth Century 
 PR83 .C7  [1969-79] (3 vols., 1 suppl.)  (Reference Stacks) 

literature from Old English on; critical excerpts and complete texts; supplement contains a cumulative 
index to authors and critics 

 
American Writers: A Collection of Literary Biographies [Scribner’s] 
 PS129 .A55 [1974-96] (4 vols., 4 suppls.)  (Reference Stacks) 

extensive biographical/critical articles with bibliographies; the last supplement cumulates authors and titles 
 
Magill’s Survey of American Literature 
 PS21 .M34 1991 (6 vols.) (Reference Stacks) 

190 writers from the 17th to late 20th centuries; contains biographies, critical analysis, and bibliographies; 
the last volume contains a cumulative author and title index 

 
Twentieth-Century American Literature 
 PS221 .T834 1985 (7 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

major modern American and Canadian authors; critical excerpts and complete texts; author bibliographies 
at the end of each volume 
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European Writers [Scribner’s] 
 PN501 .E9 1983 (14 vols. with index)  (Reference Stacks) 

from the Middle Ages to the Twentieth Century; extensive biographical/critical articles with bibliographies; 
index volume cumulates authors, titles, and subjects 

 
Latin American Writers [Scribner’s] 
 PQ7081 .A1 L37 … 
 

LONG FICTION 
 
Contemporary Novel: A Checklist of Critical Literature on the English Language Novel since 1945 
[Second Edition] 
 PS379 .A44  (Reference Stacks) 

writers in English anywhere in the world; criticism published up to 1982 
 
Guide to British Prose Fiction Explication: Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries [G.K. Hall] 
 PR861 .B38 1997 
 
English Novel Explication 
 PR821 .E6 [1976-94] (1 vol., 5 suppls.)  (Reference Stacks) 

British “novel” broadly construed; criticism published between 1958 and 1993; no cumulative index; meant 
to continue: English Novel, 1578-1956 [Bell & Baird] PR821 .B42 1958 (Reference Stacks) 

 
English Novel: Twentieth Century Criticism 
 PR821 .E65x [1976] (2 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

vol. 1: Defoe to Hardy; vol. 2: 20th century British novelists 
 
Critical Survey of Long Fiction: English Language Series (Revised Edition) [Magill] 
 PR821 .C7 1991 (8 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

for each author entry: list of works, biographical information, lengthy general analysis, brief bibliography; 
last volume contains essays on the novel form and an index to the set 

 
American Novel [since 1789]: A Checklist of Twentieth Century Criticism 
 PS371 .G4 [1968] (2 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

criticism of authors and the novel as a genre; American Novel Explication, 1991-1995 PS371 .G65 1998 
(Reference Desk) provides the most recent update; Shoe String Press plans to cover the 1969-1990 period 
in the future 

 
Continental Novel: A Checklist of Criticism in English 
 PN3451 .F57 [1968, 1983] (2 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

vol. 1 covers criticism from 1900 to 1966, vol. 2 from 1967 to 1980 
 
Critical Survey of Long Fiction: Foreign Language Series [Magill] 
 PN3451 .C75 1984 (5 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

for each author entry: list of works, biographical information, lengthy general analysis, brief bibliography; 
last volume contains general essays on the novel form throughout the world and an index to the set 
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SHORT FICTION 
 
Critical Survey of Short Fiction [Magill] 
 PN3321 .C7 2001 (7 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

for each author entry: list of works, biographical information, lengthy general analysis, brief bibliography; 
last volume contains overview essays on the history of short fiction and a cumulative author, title, and topic 
index 

 
Short Story Criticism (SSC) [Gale] 
 PN3373 .S386 [continuing series]  (Reference Stacks) 

substantial critical excerpts and bio-bibliographic information; author index cumulates all entries in 
relevant Gale literary series; title and nationality indexes cumulate only for this particular series 

 
Twentieth Century Short Story Explication 
 PN3373 .W36x/.W365… (1 vol., 5 suppls., 1 indx.; “new series” vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

covers short stories published after 1800; criticism published from 1900 to the present; the index volume 
cumulates the 3rd edition and its 5 supplements; each “new series” volume has its own index 

 
POETRY 

 
Poetry Criticism (PC) [Gale] 
 PN1111 .P6 [continuing series]  (Reference Stacks) 

substantial critical excerpts and bio-bibliographic information; author index cumulates all entries in 
relevant Gale literary series; title and nationality indexes cumulate only for this particular series 

 
Guide to British Poetry Explication 
 PR311 .M37 [1991] (4 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

Old English to the contemporary period; criticism published between 1925 and 1990 
 
American and British Poetry: A Guide to the Criticism 
 PS303 .A47 (2 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 
  criticism – v. 1: 1925-78, v. 2: 1979-90 
 
Critical Survey of Poetry: English Language Series [Magill] 
 PR502 .C85 1992 (8 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

for each author entry: list of works, biographical information, lengthy general analysis, brief bibliography; 
last volume contains general essays on poetry by chronological period and a cumulative author and title 
index 

 
Poetry Explication [G.K. Hall] 
 PR502 .K86x 1980  (Reference Desk) 
  covers primarily poetry in English; criticism published from 1925 to 1977 
 
Guide to American Poetry Explication [G.K. Hall] 
 PS201 .G85 1989 (2 vols.)  (Reference Desk) 

colonial to the modern period; criticism published between 1925 and 1987; incorporates relevant entries 
from Poetry Explication (above) 
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Critical Survey of Poetry: Foreign Language Series [Magill] 
 PN1111 .C7 1984 (5 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

for each author entry: list of works, biographical information, lengthy general analysis, brief bibliography; 
last volume contains general essays on poetry by country, region, or group and a cumulative author and title 
index 

 
DRAMA 

 
More information will be found in the research guide “Theatre” available via the Library’s homepage.  
 
Drama Criticism (DC) [Gale] 
 PN1601 .D59 [continuing series]  (Johnson Center Reference) 

covers “the most significant and widely studied dramatic works for all the world’s literature;” substantial 
critical excerpts and bio-bibliographic information; author index cumulates all entries in relevant Gale 
literary series; title and nationality indexes cumulate only for this particular series 

 
Guide to Critical Reviews . . . 
 PN1707 .S3 … (5 vols., 1 suppl.) (Reference Stacks) 

American Drama 1900-92 (1984); the Musical 1909-89 (1991); Foreign Drama 1909-77 (1979); 
Screenplay [~1927-80] (1982) 

 
Drama Criticism [Breed and Sniderman] 
 PS332 .C6 D7 [1966, 1971] (2 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

v. 1: British and American plays, criticism from 1940 to 1964; v. 2 classical and continental plays, criticism 
from 1940 to the late 1960’s 

 
Dramatic Criticism Index 
 PN1861 .B7 D7 [1972]  (Reference Stacks) 

modern playwrights “from Ibsen to the avant-garde” 
 
Critical Survey of Drama: English Language Series [Magill] 
 PR623 .C75 1994 (7 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

English language works from the medieval period to the present; for each author entry: list of works, 
biographical information, lengthy general analysis, brief bibliography; last volume contains general essays 
on drama (including Commonwealth drama, radio and television drama, and experimental theater) and a 
cumulative author and title index 

 
American Drama Criticism [Second Edition] 
 PS332 .E44x/.A647 (1 vol., 4 suppls.)  (Reference Stacks) 

criticism from 1890 to 1977; updated by supplements – I criticism up to 1983, II to 1987, III to 1990, IV to 
1993 

 
Guide to American Drama Explication [Otero] 
 PS332 .O84 1995 (Reference Stacks) 
  criticism published between 1942 and 1994 
 
American Playwrights since 1945: A Guide to Scholarship, Criticism, and Performance 
 PS350 .A64 [1989] (Reference Stacks) 
  interpretive/biographical essays with extensive bibliographies 
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European Drama Criticism, 1900-1975 
  PN1707 .P3 E8 [1977] 
 
Critical Survey of Drama: Foreign Language Series [Magill] 
 PN1625 .C74 1986 (6 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 

world drama from the Classical period to the Twentieth Century; for each author entry: list of works, 
biographical information, lengthy general analysis, brief bibliography; last volume contains general essays 
on poetry by time period and country or region and a cumulative author and title index 

 
SHAKESPEARE 

 
Shakespearean Criticism (SC) [Gale] 
 PR2965 .S43 [continuing series]  (Literary Criticism Area) 

criticism of the plays and poetry from first published appraisals to current evaluations; substantial excerpts; 
earliest volumes deal with specific plays; later volumes contain criticism after 1960 on particular themes ; 
each volume has a cumulative index to topics, topics by play, and characters 

 
Shakespeare: The Critical Complex 
 various Call Numbers  (10 vols.)  (Fenwick Stacks) 

an extensive collection of essays, most from the last thirty years, dealing with Shakespeare and the arts, 
theatre, history, politics, gender, postmodernism, and his own poems as well as his relationship to editorial, 
interpretive, and literary traditions; search the online catalog under the series title to determine the subjects 
of individual volumes 

 
Essential Shakespeare: An Annotated Bibliography of Major Modern Studies 
 PR2894 .C53 1993 (2 vols.)  (Reference Stacks) 
 
Shakespeare: An Annotated Bibliography 
 PR2894 .R68 1992  (Reference Stacks) 
 

CONTEMPORARY DEVELOPMENTS 
 
Dictionary of Literary Biography Yearbook (DLB-Y) 
 PS221 .D52 [1980 –  continuing series]  (Literary Criticism Area) 
 
Magill’s Literary Annual 
 PN44 .M33 [1976 – continuing]  (Reference Stacks) 
 

INDEXES AND ABSTRACTS 
 
MLA [International] Bibliography 

electronic database available through the Library’s website at “Databases by Subject – Arts & 
Humanities” 

indexes books, journal articles, proceedings, series, edited collections, and dissertations on literature, 
languages, folklore, and linguistics; electronic version begins with 1963; print version beginning with 1921 
P1 .M24 (Reference Stacks – Indexes) 
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Arts & Humanities Citation Index [A&HCI] 
electronic database available through the Library’s website at “Databases by Subject – Arts & 
Humanities”; electronic version available 1980 –  ; print version 1976 – 1979 at AI3 .A63 (Reference Stacks – 
Indexes) 

 
Humanities Index 

AI3 .H85 [v. 2, 1975 –  ]  (Reference Stacks – Indexes) 
appeared earlier as part of the International Index (and) Social Sciences and Humanities Index (v. 1, 
1907/15 – v. 27, 1974) AI3 .R49 (Reference Stacks – Indexes) 

 
Essay and General Literature Index 

AI3 .E752 [1900/33 –  ]  (Reference Stacks – Indexes) 
an author/subject index to essays and articles published in edited collections 

also an electronic database available through the Library’s website at “Databases by Subject – Arts & 
Humanities”; electronic version available 1985–  ; 

 
ABELL [Annual Bibliography of English Language and Literature] 

electronic database available through the Library’s website at “Databases by Subject – Arts &  
Humanities” at “Literature Online (LION)” 

indexes books, articles, book reviews, collections of essays, and dissertations; electronic version begins 
with 1920; incomplete print version PE1 .M6 (Fenwick Stacks) 

 
Year’s Work in English Studies [YWES] 
 PE58 .E6 [v.60, 1979 – continuing]  (Reference Stacks) 

scholarship, written in English, from throughout the world 
 
American Literary Scholarship 
 PS3 .A6 [1964 – continuing]  (Reference Stacks) 

summaries of the year’s research in American literature by major author and time period; 1998 –  is 
available through the Library’s website at “Databases by Subject – Arts & Humanities” at Project 
Muse and under the journal title 

 
Year’s Work in Modern Language Studies  
 PB1 .Y4 [v. 22, 1960 – continuing]  (Fenwick Stacks) 
  surveys work in the fields of Romance, Celtic, Germanic, and Slavonic languages and literatures 
 

ADDITIONAL SOURCES 
 
Electronic Full-Text Journals 
 

Collections of electronic full-text journals (like JSTOR, Project Muse, Cambridge Online Journals, 
and Oxford University Press Journals) can be very helpful in identifying relevant articles.  These 
collections usually provide the capability both of browsing single issues and of searching journals 
individually, collectively, or in groups.  Access to individual journals – and the most complete and 
current information on the Library’s holdings – can be found at the Library’s homepage 
<http://library.gmu.edu/> under “E-Journal Finder.”  (The University Libraries may also have paper 
subscriptions to some of these titles.)  Note, however, that the appearance of the most recent issue of 
some electronic titles may lag behind that of their print counterparts. 
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Collections of electronic full-text journals are limited both in the number of titles represented and in 
the time coverage for those journals.  Indexes which give only bibliographic citations (or abstracts) -- 
rather than full-text -- cover more journal titles for greater periods of time and should also be 
searched. 

 
Explicator 
 Fenwick Periodicals 

short, text-based criticism of frequently anthologized literary works; last issue of each volume has a 
cumulative author/title index to that volume; v 37, 1978 -  in the Print Collection, incomplete holdings (v. 
20, 1961 – v. 34, 1976) in Microform; the journal is also indexed by A&HCI, MLA, and Humanities 
Abstracts/Index 

 
Gale Group – Literary Index 
 website (Gale Group) available at http://www.galenet.com/servlet/LitIndex 
  allows author/title searching for citations in the Gale literary series 
 
GMU Libraries – Fenwick Library Reference Department 

Sometimes just browsing the Reference Stacks may be helpful.  Below are very broad Call Number ranges for 
studies of different types of literature: 
 

classification prose fiction poetry drama individual authors 
Literature (General) PN 3311-3503 PN 1010-1525 PN 1600-1988 (by period) 
British Literature PR 750-885 PR 500-611 PR 621-739 PR 1490-6076 
American Literature PS 370-379 PS 301-325 PS 330-352 PS 700-3576 

 
Library of Congress Subject Headings [LCSH] 

Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH) are used by almost all library catalogs to provide topical access 
to their holdings.  Given below are a few of the many kinds of Library of Congress Subject Headings related to 
literature.  The examples are meant to suggest starting points for doing subject searches in library catalogs. 

 
 • Authors or Groups of Authors 
 

Aside from editions of works by an author, additional information may be found by searching an author as a 
subject.  Useful subdivisions under an author as subject include: 

   -- Bibliography;   -- Biography;   -- Criticism and Interpretation;   -- <title of a work> 
 

For example: 
 Cervantes Saavedra, Miguel de, 1547-1616 -- Biography 
 Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von, 1749-1832.  Faust 
 Shakespeare, William, 1564-1616 -- Criticism and Interpretation -- History -- 20th Century -- Congresses 

 
Writers can also be grouped together in various ways.  These groups are usually categorized with a “qualifier” 
(usually a linguistic, national, ethnic, regional, or period term). 

 
For example:  
 Authors, European -- 
 Dramatists, French -- 
 Novelists, Russian -- 
 Poets, Persian -- 

but note:  
 Women Authors, German -- 
 Women Novelists, French -- 
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 • “Literature” and General Types of Literature 
 

“Literature” itself (in the sense of the topic in general) as well as general types of literature can serve as subject 
headings.  Again, a “qualifier” (usually a linguistic, national, ethnic, regional, or period term) is usually used to 
modify the subject. 

 
For example:  
 Literature -- 
 Literature,  Comparative -- 
 Literature,  Medieval -- 
 Literature,  Modern -- 
 Literature,  Renaissance -- 
but note: 
 Children’s Literature -- 
 Classical Literature -- 
 Latin American Literature -- 
 Spanish Literature -- 

general types: 
 Drama -- 
 Fiction -- 
 Poetry --   
but note: 
 Caribbean Poetry --  
 Spanish American Fiction --  
 Japanese Drama --  

 
 • Specific Types of Literature 
 
 Any number of specific types of literature may also be subject terms. 
 

For example:  
 Adventure Stories -- 
 Best Sellers -- 
 Children’s Literature -- 
 Detective and Mystery Stories -- 
 Fantastic Literature -- 
 Feminist Fiction -- 
 Fiction -- 

Folklore -- 
Ghost Stories -- 
Historical Fiction -- 
Horror Tales -- 
Love Stories -- 
Motion Picture Plays -- 
Political Fiction -- 

Popular Literature -- 
Science Fiction -- 
Short Story -- 
Spy Stories -- 
Tales -- 
Travel Writing -- 
Western Stories -- 

 
Magill Index to Masterplots: Cumulative Indexes, 1963-1993 
 PN44 .M35 1994  (Reference Desk) 
 
Online Literary Criticism Collection [Internet Public Library] 
 website (Internet Public Library) available at http://www.ipl.org/ref/litcrit/ 

allows browsing of several thousand critical biographical websites by author, title, nationality, or literary 
period; see also the IPL’s Online Literary Criticism Guide available at 
http://www.ipl.org/ref/litcrit/guide.html 
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