) University Librarian’s Letter

Colleagues,

I am pleased to share highlights of activities, projects, and events as well
as faculty and staff accomplishments during the first quarter of FY 2011-12.

The range of “happenings” reported herein speak to the richness and
diversity of the activities and to the commitment and leadership of co-workers
throughout the library system. I believe you’ll agree with me that, in addition
to fulfilling our primary mission of serving the students and faculty in all of
their respective endeavors, the University Libraries continues to contribute its
strengths to Mason’s broader agenda of institutional excellence.

I hope you find the information in this quarterly letter interesting and
useful, and I thank you each of you for making the George Mason University
Libraries the very exciting, interesting, engaging, and substantive university
entity it has become.
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Nota Bene

In September 2011, The Academy of Certified Archi-
vists awarded its Certified Archivist (C.A.) designation
to Robert (Bob) Vay, Digital Collections Archivist,
Special Collections & Archives Department. Within
the archives profession, the academy is the entity that
awards certification upon completion of a variety of
requirements, including a final comprehensive exami-
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Bob Vay, MA, C.A.

nation, that apply to the broad body of knowledge within the profession.
Congratulations to Bob for his outstanding achievement!
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Welcome to the Libraries!

July 1— September 30, 2011

Faculty

e Yvonne Carignan, Head, Special Collections & Archives Department

e Tricia W. Mackenzie, Cataloging & Metadata Services Librarian, Techni-
cal Services Group

Vince Mariner, Deputy Director, Virtual Library of Virginia (VIVA)

Staff

e Dawn Harper, Assistant, Copyright Resources Office (p/t)
¢ Royce Gildersleeve, Reference Assistant, Johnson Center Library
e Nicole Stancel, Access Services Assistant, Arlington Campus Library

library.gmu.edu

Congratulations to Theresa Calcagno, Volgenau College of Engineering Li-
aison Librarian, ITU Employee of the Month, September 2011.
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Focus on: Libraries’ Projects

J

University Libraries is leading a project to create a digital library, Baoku (“treasure trove’
in Chinese). In collaboration with the Confucius Institute at George Mason University,
this digital collection intends to provide K-12 social sciences teachers with teaching and
learning objects and materials about China and Chinese civi-
4 $ lization. Still in its very early stages, the project aims to populate the digital
(= library not only with materials about China, but also resources (such as photo-
graphs, videos and data) that would enable teachers to make comparative
“connections” with parts and contemporaneous historical periods of the west-
P ern world in teaching and learning about China. The collection’s focus is to
+E )ﬁ ao u target K-12 learning standards; communications and coordination with sur-
rounding school districts (Fairfax, Arlington, Prince William, and Loudoun) is
also in progress.

Coordinated by Andrew Lee, Humanities and Social Sciences Liaison Librarian, Johnson Center Library,
the Baoku Project development team encompasses several library staff from various departments: Nathan
Putmam, Head, Cataloging & Metadata Services Department, Wally Grotophorst, Associate University
Librarian/Digital Programs & Systems, and Andrew Smith, Graduate Research Assistant, Fenwick Library
Reference Department. Omeka is the technical platform selected for the Baoku digital library. The Librar-
ies’ team is also researching possible funders for the project, and the Office of the University Librarian and
the Confucius Institute are assisting with related endeavors.

“Study the past if you would define the future.” ~ Confucius

Mason History Project

In late Spring 2012, George Mason University will celebrate its 40th anniversary as an independent institu-
tion. University Libraries’ Special Collections and Archives (SC&A) department is preparing for this im-
portant milestone by developing a digital history of George Mason University.

Dedicated funding for this endeavor was obtained

from three sources:

e agift of $1,000 from Mason’s Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute (OLLI) to support a student
award

e agrant of $20,000 by Mason’s Auxiliary Enter-
prises Management Council, and,

e $1,000 supplemental funding from the University
Libraries’ budget for special projects.

Mason History Project activities are coordinated by
Bob Vay, Digital Collections Archivist, with other
SC&A staff contributing to the effort. Joanna Lee,
Digital Repository Services Librarian, is developing
the digital site for the project. Mason student assis-

R i R Governor A. Linwood Holton, Jr., signing H-210, the bill which separated
tants have been selected and trained to assist with the George Mason College from its parent institution, University of Virginia,

deVelOpment ina pald "internship" Capacity. The Ma- on April 7, 1972. [ Image Source: http://hdl.handle.net/1920/2732 ]
son History Project will be unveiled on April 15, 2012.
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Research & Professional Activities

Jessica Bowdoin, Head, Interlibrary Loan & Document Delivery Service, presented “Copyright Compliance
VIVA and Interlibrary Loan,” and T. Jacob (Jake) Weiner, Interlibrary Loan Borrowing Supervisor, presented

“IDS: Information Delivery Services/GIST: Getting It System Toolkit Best Practices" at the 13th Annual VIVA
Interlibrary Loan Community Forum, Sweet Briar College, Amherst, VA, July 15, 2011.

Dorothy (Dot) Lockaby, Head, Access Services Department, was appointed to serve on the Editorial Board of Public Ser-
vices Quarterly, effective September 2011.

Clyde (Wally) Grotophorst, Associate University Librarian, Digital Programs and Systems (with Marshall ..,..
Breeding, Vanderbilt University) presented the webinar “The State of Library Search & Discovery” sponsored @ .|
by the Association of Southeastern Research Libraries, July 19, 2011. gest

HEEEE Laura Jenemann, Media Services & Film Studies Librarian, Johnson Center Library, presented “Public Perform-
DEMEM o1 ce Rights Management in Academic Libraries” at the International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA)
IIIII General Conference and Assembly, Puerto Rico, August 2011.

Jordan Patty, Processing Archivist/Librarian, Special Collections & Archives, authored “Newletters,” in Public Relations
and Marketing Archives: A How-to-Do-it Manual, edited by Russell D. James and Peter ]. Wosh. Chicago: Society of Ameri-
can Archivists; New York: Neal-Schuman Publishers, 2011; pp. 93-108.

Kathy Perry, Director, The Virtual Library of Virginia (VIVA), chaired at panel tilted "Working with Intermedi- B
aries: Opportunities for Cooperation” at the International Coalition for Library Consortia Conference, Istanbul, j{el@}le@
Turkey, September 2011.

Beth Roszkowski, Public Policy & Management Studies Liaison Librarian, and Gretchen Reynolds, Social Sciences Liai-
son Librarian, both at the Arlington Campus Library, presented “Assessing Instruction Needs of Graduate Students in the
Social Sciences” at the 8th Annual Georgia International Conference on Information Literacy, Savannah, GA, September
2011.

Research Leave

Recommended by the Librarians’ Council Professional

Development Committee, five librarians were awarded
research leave by the University Librarian for Summer
and Fall 2011.

e Theresa Calcagno, Volgenau College of Engineering llj;{
Liaison Librarian, and Jessica Bowdoin, to expand oo N
their “Tackling Textbook Requests: Using ILL Data
and Liaison Services to Serve Patron Needs” presen-
tation at the 2011 ILLiad International Conference
into an article for publication.

e Victoria Shelton, Life Sciences Liaison Librarian, Prince William Campus (Mercer) Library, to complete
a book chapter, “A Guide for Developing a Bioscience Collection,” which will be included in Library Collec-
tion Development for Professional Programs: Trends and Best Practices, edited by Sara Holder (McGill Uni-
versity), and scheduled to be published by IGI Global in 2012.

o lan Fairclough, Cataloging and Metadata Services Librarian, to complete an article, “Collaboration for
Quality Control in Cataloging: Initiatives in Error Handling,” which has been accepted for publication in
Cataloging & Classification Quarterly.

e Anne Driscoll, Education Liaison Librarian, to complete an article on the Books in Print database, which
was accepted for publication by Reference Reviews.
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http://www.aserl.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/State_of_Search_Wally_Grotophorst.pdf
http://conference.ifla.org/sites/default/files/papers/ifla77/161-jenemann-en.pdf
http://conference.ifla.org/sites/default/files/papers/ifla77/161-jenemann-en.pdf

Exhibits & Events

On September 21, 2011, “An Evening with Brian Lamb: Celebrating Ideas, Authors & Books” marked the
generous donation to the University Libraries from Brian Lamb, C-SPAN founder and chief executive officer, in
conjunction with C-SPAN as well as financial support from its educational foundation.

EXHIBIT

Booknotes, created and hosted by Mr. Lamb, was broadcast on C-SPAN from April 1989 through December
2004. It proved to be a popular television forum for writers of history, biography, politics, and public affairs.
: == The Booknotes collection consists of 801 books which Mr. Lamb read for the hour-
- N i" ‘J h!l . .

A “;xl l@ . = long weekly program. Many of the titles in the
‘ f.m h;“?, e collection contain extensive marginalia, and

o ‘ other notes, made by Mr. Lamb as he prepared
t for his one-on-one interview with each author.

‘ A special exhibit, “Beyond the Book: An Exhibit orew wras THE
of the Brian Lamb Booknotes Collection” was st
prepared by Special Collections & Archives, and
is on display until January 2011, Fenwick Li-
brary, 2rdFloor, Wings A, B and C. The exhibit
highlights both the Brian P. Lamb Booknotes Collection, donated to the University
Libraries by Mr. Lamb in April 2011, as well as the interviews he conducted with
each book’s author. A digital exhibit complements the larger physical display.

“Sometimes when you ask the simple questions like 'Who are you?' or 'What do you do?' you learn the most.”
~ Brian Lamb

RECEPTION & REFLECTIONS

ASU Fenwick Library hosted a well-attended reception for
the occasion. After touring the exhibit, and greeting
the assembled guests, remarks were made by John

_ .\ Zenelis, University Librarian; Mason President Alan
“““““ "I Merten, and Brian Lamb.

Following the reception, Mr. Lamb, currently host of
Y the Q&A interview series on C-SPAN, and Richard
Norton Smith, Mason Scholar-in-Residence, reflected
on the Booknotes series at an event held in the John-

e son Center Cinema. Approximately 150 people at-
A== tended the discussion, which focused on the craft of
writing and authorship. The entertaining discussion, followed by ques-
tions from the audience, was enlightening and educational.

This extremely significant and highly visible gift to Mason received good
press both within the university and externally, for example see:
e  “Mason Gets C-Span Booknotes”
e  “C-SPAN donates $25k grant and 800 books and video interviews to Mason”
e “In Brian Lamb’s ‘Booknotes’ marginalia, a record of our time’s serious thoughts”

[ Images’ Source: http://www.smugmug.com/gallery/19171324_PpX5m7 ]
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http://exhibits.gmu.edu/exhibits/show/booknotes
http://broadsideonline.com/2011/09/26/mason-gets-c-span-booknotes-3791/
http://www.connect2mason.com/content/c-span-donates-25k-grant-and-800-books-and-video-interviews-mason
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/in-brian-lambs-booknotes-marginalia-a-record-of-our-times-serious-thoughts/2011/09/21/gIQA8EwzlK_story.html

2011-12 Fenwick Fellow

The Fenwick Fellow for the 2011-2012 academic year is Dr. Jesse Guessford, As-
sistant Professor, School of Music, College of Visual and Performing Arts. Dr. Guess-
ford’s research project, “John Cage and Henry Cowell’s New Musical Resource”, sets
out to find the source of the compositional procedures and techniques used by John
Cage between the years 1933 and 1951.

Professor Guessford expects that through this research, he will find a common rela-
tionship between the techniques used by Cage and those detailed by Cowell. He
plans to eventually complete two publications: the first, an extensive journal article
highlighting the links between the works of Cage and Cowell’s publication; the sec-
ond, a book extensively analyzing John Cage’s works between 1933 and 1951.

Dr. Jesse Guessford

The annual Fenwick Fellow program assists research by Mason faculty members as well as enhances the col-

lections of the University Libraries. The fellowship provides a $5,000 award for research materials and assis-
tance, along with an office in the Fenwick Library, to support the research project. Conducted each spring, the
competition is open to all tenured and tenure-track faculty members at George Mason.

Mason Award Presented to Stephen King

The University Libraries was again a visible sponsor of the Fall for the Book festival, Sep-
tember 18-23, 2011. The concluding highlight of the festival was the presentation of the
Mason Award to prominent and bestselling author Stephen King, on September 23 at
the Concert Hall of the Center for the Arts, Fairfax Campus. The ticketed, and, full-house
event, in which the author spoke and answered questions by the audience, was co-

sponsored by the University Libraries and the Mystery Writers of America.

University Libraries Acquires Library of Kenneth W. Thompson

Through a generous gift, the collection of famed academic and author, Kenneth W. Thompson was do-
nated to the University Libraries. Thompson served as the director of the Miller Center for Public Af-
fairs at the University of Virginia (1978-98), vice president for international programs at the Rockefel-
ler Foundation (1955-75), and taught political science and international relations at the University of
Chicago, Northwestern University and the University of Virginia.

The library of some 5,700 items includes approximately 3,000 monographs covering world history,
international relations, diplomatic relations, military history, law, the American presidency, espionage,
international education, the Cold War, and the Soviet Union. This impressive donation is featured in
the “Acquisitions” section of College and Research Libraries News, October 2011 (v. 72, no.9), p. 551.
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Professional Development News

Jennifer (Jenna) Rinalducci, Art and Visual Technology Liaison Librarian, participated in the Immersion Pro-
gram (teacher track) of the Association of College and Research Libraries, July 24-29, 2011, held at Seattle
University, Seattle, WA.

Dorothy (Dot) Lockaby, Head, Access Services Department, participated in the week-long Leadership Insti-
tute for Academic Librarians, sponsored by the Association of College and Research Libraries and Harvard
University’s College of Education, July 2011, in Cambridge, MA.
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Learning Commons@ijohnson €enter Library

If a picture paints a thousand words...then images from the new Learning Commons
space in Johnson Center Library compose a photo essay on instant popularity!

Beginning in late Spring 2011, and throughout the summer, staff in the Johnson Center Library,
Administrative Services Department, Systems Group, and the Office of the University Librarian
collaborated on planning, design and implementation of
a prototype Learning Com-
mons on the Second Floor
(enclosed part) of the John-
son Center Library. With
abundant and varied tech-
nology, in addition to dif-
ferent types of fixed and
movable furniture, an inviting and highly conducive
space for student collaborative and individual learn now
exists in approximately 13,000 square feet of space.

Already well into the Fall
= 2011 semester, usage statis-
——— W tics indicate the Learning
E SRS Commons is a very popular

l 3 ™ N undergraduate student des-

‘ "i' |. ' ' '-.1 i tination in the Johnson Cen-
P = 88 ter Library. This prototypi-
cal learning environment
provides a living lab to ob-
serve, and learn about, stu-
| dent research and learning
behaviors, and usage pat-
- terns. The practical experi-
ence gained here will inform
future plans as we seek to
transform the role of the en-
tire Johnson Center Library
in the years to come.

(=

[ Images courtesy of George Oberle, Deb Hogan, Royce Gildersleeve, Jamie Coniglio ]
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